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Ancient Era
Chen, Da.  Wandering Warrior.  (2003)  336 pp.

Luka, 12, must survive on his own when he is separated from his teacher, Atami, in this adventure set in ancient China featuring monsters, kung fu, violent confrontations, and magic.

McCaughrean, Geraldine.  The Kite Rider.  (2002)  320 pp.

The shock of watching his father's death propels Haoyou, 12, into a series of adventures that include becoming a circus kite rider in this story set in ancient China.

Snow, Maya.  Chasing the Secret.  (2009)  245 pp.

When, after intercepting a secret message from their mother, their evil Uncle Hidehira uncovers their samurai disguise, Kimi and Hana again must flee for their lives and, with the help of a fellow student, undertake a perilous journey to find their mother

Wilson, Diane Lee.  To Ride The Gods' Own Stallion.  (2000)  276 pp.

After being taken as a slave to Nineveh, thirteen-year-old Soulai finds his life intertwined with that of the son of King Ashurbanipal and a magnificent stallion, and he gets a chance to prove that he is not a coward.  2000 276 p.

Imperial Era & Dynasties
Bosse, Malcolm.  The Examination.  (1994)  304 pp.

During the Ming Dynasty, two very different Chinese brothers try to understand each other as they travel to Beijing, where one brother hopes to pass a government examination.

Bosse, Malcolm.  Tusk and Stone.  (1995)  244 pp.

In 7th-century India, a young Brahman is separated from his sister and sold to the military as a slave, goes on to gain recognition and fame for his skills and bravery as a warrior, and ultimately discovers his true talents.

Dalkey, Kara.  Little Sister.  (1996)  200 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Fujiwara, daughter of a noble family in the imperial court of twelfth century Japan, enlists the help of a shape-shifter and other figures from Japanese mythology in her efforts to save her older sister's life.

Holman, Sheri.  Sondok: Princess of The Moon And Stars. The Royal Diaries Series.  (2002)  159 pp.

In a series of messages placed in her grandmother's ancestral jar, a seventh-century princess and future ruler of the Korean kingdom of Silla vents her frustration at not being permitted to study astronomy because she is a girl.

Hoobler, Dorothy & Hoobler, Thomas.  The Demon in the Teahouse.  (2001)  192 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Seikei, who plans to become a samurai, investigates a series of fires and murders that appear to be connected to a popular geisha in this story set in 18th-century Japan.

Paterson, Katherine.  Of Nightingales That Weep.  (1974)  170 pp.

In feudal Japan, Takiko, a samurai's vain young daughter, finds her comfortable life ripped apart when opposing warrior clans begin a struggle for imperial control of Japan.

Paterson, Katherine.  The Sign of the Chrysanthemum.  (1973)  132 pp.

A teenager comes to know himself while searching for his samurai father in 12th-century Japan, through his experience with the social ills and political unrest of the people.

Seredy, Kate.  The White Stag.  (1937)  94 pp.

Retells the legendary story of the Huns and Magyars' long migration from Asia to Europe where they hope to find a permanent home.

Yep, Laurence.  Lady of Ch'iao Kuo: Warrior of the South.  (2001)  300 pp.

In this volume of the Royal Diaries series, the teenage Princess Redbird of the Hsien tribe must use her diplomatic skills to save the lives of both her own people and Chinese colonists in the 6th century A.D.

Exploration & Western Imperialism
Beatty, Patricia.  Jonathan Down Under.  (1982)  215 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Jonathan accompanies his luckless miner father to the gold fields of Australia, where he learns to be his own man amidst the rough-and-ready society of nineteenth-century Victoria.

Bosse, Malcolm.  Deep Dream of the Rain Forest.  (1993)  179 pp.

While on an expedition with his uncle in the jungles of Borneo in 1920, fifteen-year-old Harry Windsor is captured by Bayang, a young Iban tribesman, who believes that Harry has some power to help him and an outcast Iban girl on their dreamquest.

Bosse, Malcolm J.  The Examination.  (1994)  296 pp.

Fifteen-year-old Hong and his older brother Chen face famine, flood, pirates, and jealous rivals on their journey through fifteenth century China as Chen pursues his calling as a scholar and Hong becomes involved with a secret society known as the White L

Bosse, Malcolm J.  Tusk and Stone.  (1995)  244 pp.

After a criminal gang attacks his caravan and he loses his identity as a Brahmin, Arjun resigns himself to his new life as a soldier, becomes an elephant driver, and searches for his kidnapped sister. Takes place in medieval India.

Clifford, Eth.  Scared Silly.  (1988)  122 pp.

Sensible 11-year-old Mary Rose and her imaginative 7-year-old sister Jo-Beth, must work together when a visit to a strange shoe museum and house of magic illusions involves them in the disappearance of a Chinese emperor's shoes.

Crew, Gary.  Mama's Babies.  (2002)  160 pp.

Set in Australia in 1897, this absorbing story of cruelty toward foster children, told from the point of view of 9-year-old Sarah, is based on true stories of "baby farmer" mothers who killed their young charges.

Dickinson, Peter.  Tulku.  (1979)  286 pp.

A 13-year-old fundamentalist Christian boy escapes from the Boxer Rebels in China and joins forces with an English botanist and her escort, traveling with them to Tibet where the power of Buddhist monks transforms their lives.

Haugaard, Erik.  The Boy And The Samurai.  (1991)  240 pp.

Having grown up as an orphan of the streets while sixteenth-century Japan is being ravaged by civil war, Saru seeks to help a samurai rescue his wife from imprisonment by a warlord so they can all flee to a more peaceful life.

Haugaard, Erik C.  The Revenge of the Forty-Seven Samurai.  (1995)  240 pp.

In a true story set in feudal Japan, a young servant is a witness to destiny when his master meets an unjust death.

Hausman, Gerald & Hausman, Loretta.  Escape from Botany Bay: The True Story of Mary Bryant.  (2003)  224 pp.

An absorbing fictionalized account of 18th-century Englishwoman Mary Bryant's early life of crime, her sentence to the prison colony of Botany Bay in Australia, and her daring escape.

Ihimaera, Witi.  The Whale Rider.  (2003)  168 pp.

Legend and contemporary Maori life are interwoven in this story of Kahu, a girl with a strong sense of spirituality, whose grandfather would have preferred a grandson to name as his successor.

Kimmel, Eric A.  Sword of the Samurai: Adventure Stories from Japan.  (1999)  112 pp.

A collection of 11 tales about the medieval Japanese warriors, their exploits, and their strict traditions.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Johanara, Princess of Princesses.  (2002)  186 pp.

Beginning in 1627, Princess Jahanara, first daughter of Shah Jahan of India's Mogul Dynasty, writes in her diary about political intrigues, weddings, battles, and other experiences of her life.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Kuzunomiya:  Prisoner of Heaven.  (2004)  156 pp.

Princess Kazunomiya, half-sister of the Emperor of Japan, relates in her diary and in poems the confusing events occurring in the Imperial Palace in 1858, including political and romantic intrigue.

Lewis, Elizabeth Foreman.  Young Fu of the Upper Yangtze.  (1973)  320 pp.

Young Fu must pay back a debt of $5 or face public shame.

Namioka, Lensey.  Den of the White Fox.  (1997)  256 pp.

Set in medieval Japan, the adventures of two ronin continue as they try to solve the mystery of an elusive white fox. Sequel to The Coming of the Bear.

Namioka, Lensey.  White Serpent Castle.  (1976)  154 pp.

Zenta and Matsuzo, two unemployed samurai warriors, arrive at the mysterious serpent-shaped castle to uncover a web of intrigue, jealousy, and murder in this expertly crafted & thrilling puzzler.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  Bound.  (2004)  186 pp.

Like other Chinese Cinderella tales, 14-year-old stepchild Xing-Xing endures a life of neglect and servitude, as her stepmother cruelly mutilates her own child's feet in the traditional manner so that she alone might marry well.

Park, Linda Sue.  A Single Shard.  (2001)  176 pp.

A Korean boy's journey through unknown territory to deliver two valuable pots.

Park, Linda Sue.  Seesaw Girl.  (1999)  96 pp.

In 17th-century Korea, 12-year-old Jade Blossom wanders away from her aristocratic palace and discovers the reality and poverty of the world outside.

Park, Linda Sue.  The Kite Fighters.  (2000)  136 pp.

In Korea in 1473, eleven-year-old YoungSup overcomes his rivalry with his older brother KeeSup and combines his kite-flying skill with his brother's kite-making skill in an attempt to win the New Year kite-fighting competition.

Paterson, Katherine.  Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom.  (1983)  229 pp.

In 19th-century China a 15-year-old boy and a young girl engage in activities to overthrow the Manchu government.

Paterson, Katherine.  The Master Puppeteer.  (1975)  179 pp.

In feudal Japan, a 13-year-old apprentice puppeteer searches for a mysterious bandit, and meanwhile describes the poverty and discontent of 18th-century Osaka and the world of puppeteers in which he lives.

Place, Francois.  The old man mad about drawing : a tale of Hokusai.  (2003)  105 pp.

Tojiro, selling rice cakes in the Japanese capital of Edo, is amazed to discover that the grumpy and shabby old man who buys his cakes is a famous artist renowned for his sketches, prints, and paintings of flowers, animals, and landscapes.

Staples, Suzanne Fisher.  Shiva's Fire.  (2000)  275 pp.

In south India, Parvati discovers supernatural powers in her dancing feet, travels to Madras to study classical dance, meets a boy with extraordinary powers, and faces life's ordinary mysteries as well as mystical ones.

Whitesel, Cheryl Aylward.  Rebel : A Tibetan Odyssey.  (2000)  208 pp.

Although he rebels against life in the Tibetan Buddhist monastery where he has been sent, 14-year-old Thunder comes to some amazing realizations about himself in Tibet about a century ago.

Wilson, Diane Lee.  I Rode a Horse of Milk White Jade.  (1998)  304 pp.

Oyuna tells her granddaughter the adventurous story of how love for her horse enabled her to win a race in the court of the great Kublai Khan, and bring good luck to her family living in Mongolia in 1339.

Yep, Laurence.  Mountain Light.  (1997)  281 pp.

In 19th-century China, Cassia, her father and her friends struggle against the Manchus.

Yep, Laurence.  Spring Pearl: The Last Flower.  (2002)  224 pp.

An adventurous, intelligent orphan faces a difficult time when she goes to live with her artist father's patron in this novel set in the turmoil of 1857 China.

Twentieth Century
Chang, Margaret.  In the Eye of War.  (1990)  198 pp.

During the final days of the Japanese occupation of China, Shao-shao celebrates his tenth birthday, observes traditional holidays with his family, and befriends the daughter of a traitor.

Choi, Sook Nyul.  The Year of Impossible Goodbyes.  (1991)  169 pp.

A young Korean girl survives the oppressive Japanese and Russian occupation of North Korea during the 1940s, to later escape to freedom in South Korea.

Compestine, Ying Change.  Revolution is Not a Dinner Party.  (2007)  243 pp.

Starting in 1972 when she is nine years old, Ling, the daughter of two doctors, struggles to make sense of the communists' Chinese Cultural Revolution, which empties stores of food, homes of appliances deemed "bourgeois," and people of laughter.

D'Adamo, Francesco.  Iqbal.  (2003)  120 pp.

A fictionalized account of a Pakastani child who escaped from bondage in a carpet factory and went on to help liberate other children like him until his tragic death at the age of thirteen in 1995.

Disher, Garry.  The Bamboo Flute.  (1993)  96 pp.

In this brief, quiet novel of self-discovery, an Australian boy, age 12, brings music back into the life of his impoverished family.

Disher, Garry.  The Divine Wind : a Love Story.  (2002)  152 pp.

On the eve of World War II, an Australian boy and a Japanese-American girl fall in love, but are driven apart by circumstances beyond their control.

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee.  Neela : Victory Song.  (2002)  198 pp.

Plucky Neela, 12, plunges into the frightening political fray of India in 1939, determined to help her father and a freedom fighter who are protesting British rule.

Flood, Nancy Bo.  Warriors in the Crossfire.  (2010)  142 pp.

On the island of Saipan at the end of WWII, the natives are caught between the ruthlessness of the Japanese and American armies, including 12-year-old Joseph, the son of a chief, and Kento, whose father is one of the occupying Japanese.

Fritz, Jean.  Homesick, My Own Story.  (1982)  163 pp.

The author's fictionalized version, though all the events are true, of her childhood in China in the 1920s.

Garland, Sherry.  Song of the Buffalo Boy.  (1992)  288 pp.

An Amerasian teenager wants to escape the prejudice of a Vietnam village and tries to find her father.

Gee, Maurice.  The Champion.  (1993)  176 pp.

Rex, 12, must overcome his own racism and recognize a true hero when an African American war veteran is sent to recuperate in Rex's New Zealand home.

Giles, Gail.  Breath of the Dragon.  (1997)  112 pp.

In this story set in Thailand, Malila faces rejection and loneliness because her father was a thief.

Hartnett, Sonya.  Thursday's Child.  (2002)  223 pp.

An optimistic young girl tells the story of her Australian family's hapless struggles to weather the Great Depression, and of her brother's obsessive tunneling that results in the collapse of their shanty home.

Ho, Minfong.  Gathering the Dew.  (2003)  208 pp.

Twelve-year-old Nakri loses her beloved sister to the brutal Khmer Rouge regime in Cambodia and starts a new life in America, determined to uphold her sister's dedication to dance.

Ho, Minfong.  The Clay Marble.  (1991)  176 pp.

After fleeing from her Cambodian home in the early 1980s, 12-year-old Dara is separated from her family during an attack on a refugee camp on the Thailand border.

Ho, Minfong.  The Stone Goddess.  (2003)  201 pp.

After the Communists take over Cambodia and her family is torn from their city life, twelve-year-old Nakri and her older sister attempt to maintain their hope as well as their classical dancing skills in the midst of their struggle to survive.

Huynh, Quang Nhuong.  The Land I Lost: Adventures of a Boy in Vietnam.  (1990)  144 pp.

The story of a boy's growing up in rural Vietnam before the war.

Mah, Adelina Yen.  Chinese Cinderella and the Secret Dragon Society.  (2005)  242 pp.

Chinese Cinderella is kicked out of her house by her stepmother and she has no idea what her future holds. After she joins the secret Dragon Society, though, she learns about espionage and martial arts allowing her to save lives in WWII.

Marchetta, Melina.  Looking for Alibrandi.  (1999)  260 pp.

In this novel set in Sydney, Australia, teenage Josie Alibrandi is torn between her family's cultural ties to Italy and her Australian environment.

Namioka, Lensey.  An Ocean Apart, a World Away.  (2002)  208 pp.

Yanyan, an independent teenager in the 1920s who rejects traditions such as the binding of feet, travels from her native China to study at Cornell, where she finds a new challenge.

Neuberger, Anne.  The Girl-Son.  (1995)  115 pp.

Based on the life of Induk Pahk, a Korean educator, whose widowed mother disguised her as a boy at the age of eight in order for her to attend school, a choice forbidden to girls in the early twentieth century in that country.

Park, Linda Sue.  When My Name Was Keoko.  (2002)  199 pp.

A young brother and sister tell, in first-person accounts, what life was like during the Japanese occupation of Korea.

Paterson, Katherine.  Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom.  (1983)  229 pp.

Abducted from his home by bandits, 15-year-old Wang Lee is rescued from slavery by a mysterious girl who introduces him to the Taiping Tienkuo, a secret society partly based on Christian principles and dedicated to the overthrow of the Manchu government.

Pevsner, Stella.  Sing for Your Father, Su Phan.  (1997)  107 pp.

Recalls the events in a North Vietnamese village that forever changed the lives of the youngest daughter of a prosperous trader and her family.

Russell, Ching Yeung.  Child Bride.  (1999)  133 pp.

Set in China in the early 1940s, this is the story of 11-year-old Ying, her arranged marriage, and an understanding bridegroom who allows her to go home to her ailing grandmother.

Russell, Ching Yeung.  Lichee Tree.  (1997)  128 pp.

Growing up in China during the 1940s, Ying dreams of selling lichee nuts and visiting Canton.

Russell, Ching Yeung.  Water Ghost.  (1995)  195 pp.

Living in China during the late 1940s, Ying gives all her hard-earned money to the grandmother of a classmate who has drowned.

Salisbury, Graham.  House of the Red Fish.  (2006)  291 pp.

Tomi is hopeful that his grandfather and father will return after being arrested following the attack on Pearl Harbor in this sequel to Under the Blood Red Sun.

Salisbury, Graham.  Under The Blood Red Sun.  (1994)  246 pp.

During WWII, Tomikazu Nakaji's biggest concerns are baseball, homework, and a local bully, until life with his Japanese family in Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941.

Soto, Gary.  Crossing.  (1992)  144 pp.

As part of the summer exchange program, Lincoln Mendoza adapts to life on a Japanese farm, practices a martial art, embraces Japanese customer, and shares his own.

Sreenivasan, Jyotsna.  Aruna's Journey.  (1997)  136 pp.

Aruna denies her Indian heritage until she spends a summer in Bangalore, India.

Wartski, Maureen Crane.  A Boat to Nowhere.  (1980)  191 pp.

The amazing tricks two American soldiers do on a borrowed bicycle are a fitting finale for the school sports day festivities in a small village in occupied Japan.

Watkins, Yoko K.  My Brother, My Sister, and I.  (1994)  224 pp.

Tells of a once-secure middle-class child who is now homeless, hungry, and in danger in post-World War II Japan.

Whelan, Gloria.  Homeless Bird.  (2000)  240 pp.

A novel set in contemporary India about a young girl and her arranged marriage to a young man who is dying of tuberculosis.

Wu, Priscilla.  The Abacus Contest: Stories from Taiwan and China.  (1996)  64 pp.

Six simple short stories explore life in a Taiwanese city.

Yep, Laurence.  The Serpent's Children.  (1994)  277 pp.

In nineteenth-century China, a young girl struggles to protect her family from the threat of bandits, famine, and an ideological conflict between her father and brother.

Yumoto, Kazumi.  The Friends.  (1996)  176 pp.

Three Japanese boys who are intrigued with death begin surveillance of an old man they think is about to die and find friendship instead. 

